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A Proposal from Dr. E. Schoenberg and H. Mae to
Establish an Observatory to the Glehn’s Park.

L. Lohmus', V. Harvig?3, T. Aas?

!The Estonian War Museum - General Laidoner’s Museum
2Tallinn University of Technology, Physics Department, Ehitajate tee 5, 19086, Tallinn
3Tartu Observatory
Estonia

On 10th of April this year a group of Leho Lohmus’ historical lectures auditors visited
Tallinn Observatory and gave a copy of an old document as a symbol of gratitude which
caused great excitement among us.

There was a difficult situation in Estonia in the summer of 1919. The First World War
had just ended but the freshly enunciated Republic of Estonia was in martial conflict
from one side with the Soviet Russia and from other side with Landeswehr. Nowadays
it seems incomprehensible how can one come up with an idea to establish a relatively
spectacular observatory in the foregoing state of affairs. Obviously the main author of
the proposal was Erich Schoenberg (1882-1965), but this still does not explain all the
circumstances. Hjalmar Mée (1901-1978) for example was only 18 years old, roughly
2 times younger than Schoenberg. A speculative explanation could be the fact, that
Hjalmar Mée parents (Mihkel Mée and Anna Maria Mée (maiden name Oit)) came from
comparatively rich families related to Nomme. This still leaves a number of doubts. E.
Schoenberg was the acting director of Tartu University Observatory in years 1915-1918,
until Taavet Rootsmée (David Rootsman until 1936), the first person with Estonian
nationality, took his position. The composition of the proposal leaves an impression of
Schoenberg’s possible umbrage, which is purely an assumption. In addition there are no
data in ADS of Schoenberg’s astronomical publications for the period of 1918 to 1932, but
ARIBIB shows a different picture with a great number of references to his publications.
For some time he was supervising the geodetic triangular works and in 1925 became
occupied in Breslau Observatory in Germany. The proposal signed by Mée is registered
as a letter received by Nomme town Council, but there is no sign of any decision being
made or this topic being discussed at all. The village attorneys these days in Nomme
borough were A. Oit and M. Méae, whom H. Mé&e refers to in his letter and who were his
uncle and father.

Mée’s participation in expositing this project can be explained with his hyperactivity
which also got him to jail during Pats’ dictatorship as well as during the time the allies
arrived to Germany.

In general our attempt to explain Mée’s proposal with this paper brought up even
more improving questions which we will look into in the future and it would be delightful
if there was someone interested in this issue.

Acknowledgements. Maire Aas - for help in reading old text, Ilse Sinivee - for
translating the complicated text, Kalmer Méaeorg - for help in useing the Tallin City
Archive are acknowledged.



Dr. E. Schoenbergi! ja H. Mie® ettepanek rajada
Glehni parki tahetorn.

L. Lohmus®, V. Harvigh¢, T. Aas’

@ Eesti Sojamuuseum - kindral Laidoneri Muuseum
b Tallinna Tehnikaiilikool, Fiiiisikainstituut, Ehitajate tee 5, 19086, Tallinn
¢ Tartu observatoorium
Eesti

Téanavu 10. aprillil kiilastasid Tallinna Tahetorni Leho Lohmuse ajalooteemaliste lo-
engute kuulajad ja annetasid tdnutdheks iihe vana dokumendi koopia mis tekitas meis
ebatavalist elevust.

1919 aasta suvel oli Eestis keeruline olukord. Asja oli I6ppenud Esimene Maailmasoda,
kuid vastne Eesti Vabariik oli s6jalises konfliktis {ihelt poolt Noukogude Venemaaga ja
teiselt poolt Landeswehriga. Ténapédeval tundub arusaamatu, kuidas voib tekkida taolises
olukorras mote rajada suhteliselt suurejooneline observatoorium. Ilmselt oli ettepaneku
sisuliseks pohiautoriks Erich Schoenberg (1882-1965), kuid ka siis jaéb seletamatuid as-
jaolusid vdga palju. Néiteks oli Hjalmar Mée (1901-1978) koigest 18 aastane ja seega
Schoenbergist umbes kaks korda noorem. Moningaks spekulatiivseks seletuseks voib olla
see, et Hjalmar Mée vanemad (Mihkel Mée ja Anna Maria Mée (siindinud Oit)) olid
péarit vordlemisi rikastest Nommega seotud perekondadest. Hoolimata sellest jaab palju
kahtlusi. E. Schoenberg oli aastatel 1915-1918 Tartu Ulikooli tdhetorni tegevdirektoriks,
kuni esimese eesti soost Taavet Rootsméeni (aastani 1936 David Rootsman). Néib, et et-
tepaneku koostamise ja selle teatud varjundi juures voib aimata Schoenbergi voimalikku
solvumist, mis on seni vaid puhas oletus. Muide ei ole ka ADS-is andmeid et Schoenberg
oleks avaldanud astronoomiaalaseid t6id 1918 ja 1932 aasta vahel, ARIBIB-i jirgi on
pilt keerulisem ja publikatsioonidele viiteid on palju rohkem. Nimelt pidi ta monda aega
tegelema geodeesiaga ja suundus 1925 Saksamaale Breslau observatooriumisse. Mée poolt
allkirjastatud ettepanek on registreeritud Nomme vallavalitsuse sissetulnud kirjana, kuid
puudub maérge, et oleks tehtud mingi otsus voi seda kirja oleks iildse arutatud. Sellel ajal
olid Nomme alevi vallavolinike hulgas A. Oit ja M. Mée kellele viitab ka H. Mée oma
kirjas ja kes olid tema onu ja isa.

Teatud mottes voib piiiida seletada Mae osalust projekti esitamisel ka tema erilise
hiiperaktiivsusega. Ténu sellele sattus ta vanglasse nii Patsi diktatuuri ajal kui ka liit-
lasvigede saabumisel Saksamaale.

Uldiselt kiiesoleva katse kiigus Mée ettepanekut seletada tekkis tiiendavaid kiisimusi
pigem juurde ning me kavatseme sellega veel tegeleda ja oleks viga roomsad, kui keegi
oleks sellest veel huvitatud.

IDr. E. Schoenbergi tegevust Eestis on uurinud I. Pustolnik (Pustylnik, 2007)

2Hjalmar Mie (1901-1978) siindis Harjumaal Kuivjoe vallas Tuhala méisas. Perekond kolis Nommele
1910.a. 1919 aastal oli Nomme kaitseliidu jaoskonnaiilem, 1927 dr. phil. kosmilise fiiiisika alal, 1929 dr.
rer. pol. politoloogia alal. 1929-34 Nomme linna haridusosakonna juhataja ja linnanounik, 1929 iihtlasi
Nomme Giimnaasiumi esimene direktor. 1929-34 Nomme Haridusseltsi esimees ja Nomme Rahvaiilikooli
asutaja. Nomme linnavolikogu liige 1930-34. 1934 ja 1935-38 vangis vapside liikumisest osavotu eest.
1941-44 Eesti Omavalitsuse juht. Suri Austrias Grazis.
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Nomme alewi! walitsusesse.

Teie kuulutuste pohjal, kus Glehni moisa rahwa kéitte jaotamist teatakse, on mul Teile
jargmine ettepanek teha. Panen ette Glehni moisa parkis olevat torni, mis millegikski
kasulikuks tarwitada ei saa, tihes krundiga (koige wiahemalt 500 ruutsiilda) seltskondlise
asutuse, nimelt tdhetorni alla, anda, mis kellegi omanduses ei oleks ja téiesti tema Di-
rektori kisutada jadks. Et minul iihes prof. Dr. E. Schoenbergiga analogiline proekt
olemas on Tallinna tdhetorni asutada, kuid mis ehituse puuduwuse pérast liiga kalliks
ldheks. Seda proekteeritavat tdhetorni woiks Nommele iiletuua, milleks mina, prof. Dr. E.
Schoenberg riistadega ja teadusliselt kiiljelt toetama saame. Samati on ka H-ra F. Hoep-
pener? walmis oma eratihetorni sisseseadet kinkima. Samati on walmis mitmed isikud
seda ettewotet rahaliselt toetama: H-ra Fahle? j.t. Ulemalnimetatud ettepanekut palun
alewiwolikogu hadletamise alla wotta ja tema resultaatidest mulle teatada. Torn peaks
ithe korra worra madalamaks tehtud saada, kus peale kuppel tuleks. Alewi wolinikudele
H-ra A. Oit’ile* ja M. Mie’le® panen ette selleks laudu annetada. Kuplesse tuleks pikksilm
ja transportablised Instrumendid, jargmine kord tuleks photo-keemia laboratooriumiks,
selle jargmine kord vaatlejate toaks, siis raamatukogu, arwetuba, assistendi tuba, direk-
tori kabinett, riistade ladu, kantselei. Torni krundi peale woiks puust torn Hoeppeneri
poolt annetatava Universal Instrumendi jaoks ehitada, torn passageinstrumendi, torn
Zenithteleskopi, meridian-ringi jaoks j. muud tarwilised ehitused.

Oleks ka wéga soovitaw kui torni ligi ka v. Glehni elumaja (loss) saaks, siis kaoks
koik korwalehitused dra, mis siis maja katusele iilesseatuks saaks ja palju odavamad ja
paremad oleksid, sest maja katus metsa korgune on ja horisont waba. Torni timbruses
tuleks muidu aga koik mets maha raiuda, sest muidu poleks horisonti. Maja oleks ka
sellest kiiljest parem, et siis tdhetorni palju laiematel alustel avada saaks ja oma tahtsuse
poolest Tartu tdhetorni kaugeltki iilel6cb, sest tema pea pikksilm koige pikema fokusega
pikksilm Europas olema saab (pikksilma libimoot 65 ¢/m ja pikkus 15 meetrit)®. H-
ra Fahle kui ka H-ra Hoeppener oleks walmis selle asutuse heaks suuremaid summasi
annetama. Tahetorni direktoriks tuleks prof. Dr. E. Schoenberg nimetada, kui ainukest
ilmakuulsusega téheteadlast Baltimaades. Ta oli Tartu iilikooli tdhetorni direktor, on
palju tahtsaid kirjatoosid ja t00si teinud, milledega ta oma ilmakuulsuse woitnud on.
Kui Alewi walitsus seda kiisimust jaatavalt otsustanud on palun mulle sellest teatada, et
ma proektiga esimeest ldhemalt tutwustada woiksin.

Auustades
Siin
28. Juli 1919 Mere Observatooriumi
Adress: Assistent ja Instruktor
H. Mée (allkiri)

Aleksandri uul. 16.7

11917-1926 aastatel oli (Tallinn)-Nomme alevi digustes, omaette linn aastatel 1926-1940

2F. Hoeppener - ilmselt on tegemist Edgar Hoeppener’iga

3 Arvatavasti on silmas peetud vabrikant Emil Fahle’t

4Aleksander Oit (1882-1943) oli Hjalmar Mie ema vend.

® Alevivolikogu liige Mihkel Mée (1871-1936) oli H. Mée isa. Koos Aleksander Oit’iga pidasid nad
Nommel raudteejaama vastas lauavabrikut A. Oit & M. Mée, mis peale Mihkel Méie surma 1936.a.
kandis nime lihtsalt A. Oit. Molemad mehed on maetud Hiiu-Rahu kalmistule.

6 Arvatavasti on silmas peetud siderostaati kuigi 1900 a. Pariisi maailmnéituse jaoks sarnase hiigel-
teleskoobi ehitus taielikult ebadnnestus

7 Aleksandri uulits - praegune Nurme ténav.
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Foto 1: Viljavote Alevivalitsuse sissetulnud kirjade registrist.
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An Application to the Nomme Town Council (or Coun-
try town Nomme)

In answer to your announcement about the allotment of Glehn estate to village people
(or citizens) I make the following proposal. T suggest that you give the Glehn park
tower (which cannot be used in any sensible way) together with at least 500 acres of
land surrounding it to a public institution,, namely to an observatory that would be
under the orders of its director only. I have together with professor Dr. E. Schoeneberg
a similar project of building Tallin observatory, but this would be too expensive since
there is no building there. This observatory building project could be brought over to
Nomme. I with Dr. E. Schoenberg would support this project scientifically and with the
necessary equipment. Mr. F. Hoeppener is also prepared to give the equipment of his
private observatory to the project as a present.Many other persons are also prepared to
support this project financially, e.g. Mr. Fahle etc. I ask the above proposal put to ballot
in the council and let me know of the result of the ballot (or voting) The present tower
should be shortened by a storey and a dome be placed on the tower in place of it. I
propose that the village attorneys Mr. A. Oit and M. Mée donate building material for
the dome. In the dome there should be placed a telescope and transportable instruments.
On the next floor there should be situated a photo-chemical laboratory. On the floor lower
there would be situated the visitors room, then library, bookkeeping, assistant‘s room,
director‘s room, storehouse, office. On the towers nearby gounds there should be built a
wooden tower for the Universal Instrument donated by F. Hoeppener and towers for the
passage instrument, a zenithtelescope, meridian circle and other neccessary buildings.

It would be very advisable if the Glehn manor would be situated near the tower,
since then all the annexed buildings would disappear, as they would be placed on the
roof of the manor. This would make them cheeper and better placed, since the the house
roof would be on the same height as the wood and the horizon would be free. All the
surrounding wood should, however, be entirely cut, unless there would be no horizon
there. The existence of the house would be useful also for this sense that it could be
opened to a much larger public and that it would surpass the Tartu observatory as the
focus of the telescope would be the longest in the whole Europe (telescope diametre 65
c/m and length 15 metres) Mr. Fahle as well as mr. Hoeppener are ready to donate more
freely for this institution. For the director of the observatory should be appointed Dr.
Schoeneberg as the only world famous astronomer of Baltic states. He was the director
of Tartu observatory , has written many important articles and accomplished many
important scientific tasks that have made him wellknown. Please, let me know if the
village council passes a positive resolution so that would better be able to present this
project to my chairman..

Respectfully

July 28, 1919 the Assistent and Instructor
H. Mée of the Mere Observatoorium
16 Alexander street (Naval Observatory)
/signed/
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Foto 2: Erich Karl Wilhelm Schoen-
berg

Foto 4: Glehni torn aastatel 1910-
1911.
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Foto 3: Hjalmar Mae

Foto 5: Glehni torn 1920. aastatel.
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Foto 6: Glehni torn 6. veebruar 2007. a.
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Foto 8: A. Oit’i haud Hiiu - Rahu kalmistul.
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Foto 9: E. Hoeppener’i rajatud tdhetorn  Foto 10: Endine E. Hoeppener’i tdhetorn
1960. aastal. tdnapéaeval.

Tallinna tdhetorni ehitajast pole siilinud palju teateid. On teada, et ta tundis suurt
huvi loodusteaduste vastu, millele piihendas kogu oma vaba aja, valmistudes véaitekirja
kaitsmisele. Milline astronoomia haru Hoeppeneri huvitas ning milline instrumentaarium
asus tema tahetornis, pole aga teada.

1912. a. kevadel esitas Tallinna linna kodanik Edgar Hoeppener linnavalitsusele palve
kinnitada projekt kivist hoone ehitamiseks praegusel Estonia puiesteel nr. 15 asuvale
krundile (fotod 9 ja 10), mille E. Hoeppener omandas Benidicta von Lilienfeldilt’ilt 29.
aprillil 1898. Parast projekti kinnitamist valmis peagi ka hoone ise projekti autori insener-
arhitekti A. Saroni jérelevalvel. Hoone polnud tavaline kivist elumaja, vajd sellele oli
tehtud juurdeehitus kapitaalse torni - tdhetorni - néol.

Torn on kaheksakandiline, vaatlusruum on kaetud kuullaagritel poorleva ja avatava
metallkupliga, mis omab kahesugust liikumiskiirust. Betoonist instrumendipost toetub
soliidsele alusele siigavas keldris. Tornil on elektrivalgustus.

Hoeppener oli muide isik, kellelt 1919. a. praeguse Tallinna Tehnikaiilikooli eelkiija
ostis 100000 marga eest esimesed vahendid loodusteaduslike katsete tarvis.

27. mail 1920 miilis aga Hoeppener hoone Puhk’idele (Aleksander, Eduard, Evald,
Joakim ja Voldemar Puhk’ile). Puhk’idele loodusteadused ja isedranis astronoomia korda
ei lainud ning kuplialust ruumi kasutati kolikambrina, nagu seda vois sisemuse jargi
oletada.
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Foto 11: Glehni loss 19. sajandi lopus.

Foto 12: Vaade Glehni tornist enne 1916. a. Otse "Kuradi" kohal paistab 1dbi puude
Glehni loss.
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Foto 13: Glehni loss 1920. a. alguses.

Foto 14: Glehni loss enne iimberehitamist.
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Foto 15: Glehni loss ténapéaeval.
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